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Sunak’s wealth isn’t an image problem for voters – except when he refuses to talk about it 

 

People don’t generally go into British politics for the money, although the money isn’t bad. The basic 

annual MP’s salary of £84,144 is more than double the UK average. Ministers earn even more. But 

there are quicker ways to get rich. 

There are careers where greed can go naked. In politics it has to skulk in itchy robes of public service. 

Bankers and hedge fund managers don’t need to explain what principle called them to global finance. 

When Rishi Sunak did those jobs, I doubt he was ever asked why. By the time he switched to politics, 

he had earned heaps of cash and married Akshata Murthy, the daughter of a billionaire. Cupidity was 

not the reason he sought office. 

Likewise, the prime minister’s failure to declare a conflict of interest over government childcare 

subsidies probably doesn’t expose venal machination. Only in the flickering bunker light of internet 

conspiracy theory does it look like a devious diversion of budget resources. Carelessness is the 

plausible explanation. But it is the cultivated carelessness of an unusually rich politician who is 

desperate to look normal. 

Sunak has a reputation in government for nerdy attention to detail. It would be surprising if he forgot 

that his wife owns shares in a company that trains childminders, or that this company stands to benefit 

from new government childcare subsidies, when discussing the policy with a parliamentary 

committee. The prime minister was asked if he had anything to declare. He said no, adding that his 

interests were declared “in the usual way”. 

It isn’t much of a challenge to govern more competently than Liz Truss and break fewer rules than 

Boris Johnson. Sunak paid a fine for attending one of the illegal Downing Street parties during 

lockdown, but something about his geeky persona meant the smell of reckless wrongdoing didn’t 

stick. It was the same when he was busted for not wearing a seatbelt in a moving car. Sunak’s uptight 

manner suggests the kind of person who is mostly fastidious in buckling up. 

https://www.theguardian.com/politics/rishi-sunak
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2023/apr/17/parliament-watchdog-opens-investigation-into-rishi-sunak
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2023/mar/30/firm-at-centre-of-sunak-conflict-of-interest-row-attended-no-11-event
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2023/mar/29/rishi-sunak-childcare-policy-risks-conflict-of-interest-wife-akshata-murty-koru-kids
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2023/jan/20/rishi-sunak-fined-for-not-wearing-seatbelt-lancashire-visit-instagram-video-back-moving-car


So the prime minister is not in danger of being reviled as a reprobate. His brand can still be tarnished 

by hypocrisy. It doesn’t help that his efforts to sound authoritative come across as preachy and his 

blokeish affectations for the campaign trail are cringemaking. It was around the same time that Sunak 

was filmed failing to operate a contactless card payment device. It was part of a bungled publicity 

stunt in which he put petrol in a mid-range car that turned out to be borrowed for the purpose, because 

it was humbler than any vehicle in his personal fleet. 

These are the sorts of details that stick in voters’ minds. They can make the difference between casual 

acceptance that a prime minister is rich – aren’t they always? – and the suspicion that he lives far 

away on Planet Money, squinting down on the little people below scurrying around trying to make 

ends meet in their dinky cars, with their insufficient maths qualifications. 

True or false? 

1) UK ministers earn more than double the country's average salary. T 

2) Rishi Sunak used to be a banker but he made his fortune in politics. F 

3) He was in a conflict of interests over government policy regarding childcare. T 

4) The meeting where the conflict of interests was revealed took place in a bunker and some people 

participated online. F 

5) Sunak does not care for normal people because he is so rich. F 

6) Sunak's wife's business led him to his conflict of interests. T 

7) Sunak was repeatedly caught not wearing a seatbelt in a car since he usually does not drive himself. 

F 

8) His PR team filmed him operating a cheap rented car so that normal people could relate to him. T 

9) He did not know how to pay for the petrol for the rented car. T 

10) Voters do not like prime ministers who are rich. F 

Find these words: 

1)  adj informal a) BRITISH (of an object or place) attractively small and neat b) AMERICAN 

disappointingly small and insignificant DINKY 

2)  adj informal having a tendency to give moral advice in a tedious or self-righteous way PREACHY 

3)  adj very attentive to and concerned about accuracy and detail FASTIDIOUS 

https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1GCEA_enCZ927CZ927&sxsrf=APwXEdcH9BPaeT4tmXpVUhSAUNSyrh83Tw:1681979705670&q=tedious&si=AMnBZoFHF1DJLZWpTBtQDK262RMp5A9wkI8A9rLWlyu84A56_V5atbhGVrxdbzQjGp8K5ShoQC3Sz-yMTveZlYaznKyrkY4fnw%3D%3D&expnd=1
https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1GCEA_enCZ927CZ927&sxsrf=APwXEddHZzHLNpIoLTyxiTgeIL-TWaN8Pw:1681979771876&q=attentive&si=AMnBZoFEI0LGJdD1jElhAGFwRnmoyOYMozTesM2CvwAu_PM1K82VcDp24HGLZNzqwnMHvWGyWCNKLXkeVLwhPCa9OFcwt_eUtw%3D%3D&expnd=1


4)  adj informal very knowledgeable about and interested in a particular subject, especially one that 

is technical or of specialist or niche interest GEEKY 

5)  adj informal anxious or angry in a tense and overly controlled way UPTIGHT 

6) n greed for money or possessions CUPIDITY 

7)  adj showing or motivated by susceptibility to bribery; corrupt VENAL 

8) v keep out of sight, typically with a sinister or cowardly motive SKULK 

9) adj the quality of causing an uncomfortable feeling on the skin that makes you want to rub it 

with your nails ITCHY 

10) adj (of an argument or statement) seeming reasonable or probable PLAUSIBLE 

https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1GCEA_enCZ927CZ927&sxsrf=APwXEdfVYb5kv-etNpvDH8CVy3Eg_ockRg:1681979884165&q=anxious&si=AMnBZoFHF1DJLZWpTBtQDK262RMp5ro5qgF7PdRUgF0JAYkQDJjKXLxm0KIvrPeWCZTK86dQqrNiQF3EwiGUvAZD9UiIE7U5sg%3D%3D&expnd=1
https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1GCEA_enCZ927CZ927&sxsrf=APwXEdfVYb5kv-etNpvDH8CVy3Eg_ockRg:1681979884165&q=tense&si=AMnBZoGP34IVl-vQ5XB3AyP2dfbgRnUDUstc7seBSHspsBZeSeTABzOetFBP7OhY2jDSGa-YHQg9g_GiWDgi-Y4Poi5QpAoWqw%3D%3D&expnd=1
https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1GCEA_enCZ927CZ927&sxsrf=APwXEdfVYb5kv-etNpvDH8CVy3Eg_ockRg:1681979884165&q=overly&si=AMnBZoEP2YukYW07_nAjizsjQPEk47sn3tVOX1sWyEguHobt7Cu6-T0HH1Tcfc8Vqtq9POhn-7Z_0nDbrbFVWwetz4rCfDeqAw%3D%3D&expnd=1
https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1GCEA_enCZ927CZ927&sxsrf=APwXEdcBXdi1MAuX4O1H0Z-KAFRzJkSLOA:1681976381510&q=possessions&si=AMnBZoG9fGMZkoPgk-g4eVoaZFdEKJf3v2dTR6h1oAjzUst5tJjs4kX5sHn-zbUixy5sfZxHCD4iqNK87HETVrhPb7b5t72zPQBrB9EjsAw7g4j9raw3dwM%3D&expnd=1
https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1GCEA_enCZ927CZ927&sxsrf=APwXEdfmYQ2GUo834XvW_G8i8xyYy3Qf3Q:1681979936257&q=susceptibility&si=AMnBZoGo5JO1-RMo7Hmdi0jk7E03oUJG4yKBr0uHg9tqEvbAwtJXYWozrVJe-rbDSorv_K67gqQUZVn7P5I7zTW6axwH0U7aFiSJoWfPhKKictrsqL1g53A%3D&expnd=1
https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1GCEA_enCZ927CZ927&sxsrf=APwXEdfmYQ2GUo834XvW_G8i8xyYy3Qf3Q:1681979936257&q=bribery&si=AMnBZoFHF1DJLZWpTBtQDK262RMpDSRG-3lCWuEyS4Pwn0rB52njibW0EpRRz59yRCBy6-sZQ08jWQ4PKqd_G1cvUYyV36Na3g%3D%3D&expnd=1
https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1GCEA_enCZ927CZ927&sxsrf=APwXEdfqfxMAFq2-56omX8DloZmUm33nEw:1681980011170&q=sinister&si=AMnBZoFm76bvId4K9j6r5bU9rVYr3unM0347V6UE170EXoSTyzWC70imlYT2N-BFHIfHFtUecWn4hGL4sR9G26kLI3jiXX0SYQ%3D%3D&expnd=1
https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1GCEA_enCZ927CZ927&sxsrf=APwXEdfqfxMAFq2-56omX8DloZmUm33nEw:1681980011170&q=cowardly&si=AMnBZoFm76bvId4K9j6r5bU9rVYr0tZkgQuWVKWuYHjp27bLDWO2MxuXRQ3SgToEf9PV_Z_NqPEkIJ4sUIOvv2BLppqJo_1wng%3D%3D&expnd=1
https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1GCEA_enCZ927CZ927&sxsrf=APwXEdfqfxMAFq2-56omX8DloZmUm33nEw:1681980011170&q=motive&si=AMnBZoEP2YukYW07_nAjizsjQPEkvV8qvRuFf1XA0hAJzpusbX1zXkGV3GSsdp4eXGRKzVJxlZYL9QHDiGIEK7irOgrh0u4Opg%3D%3D&expnd=1
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/uncomfortable
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/feeling
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/skin
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/want
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/rub
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/your
https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1GCEA_enCZ927CZ927&sxsrf=APwXEdcofLOvyki4HAmjtzWC1cS--2XSWw:1681980194110&q=seeming&si=AMnBZoFHF1DJLZWpTBtQDK262RMpn8LXm-8X0aCVdSoMMoMbLAp-i6WS_Bxpsc5mETJuTnmHlLKmVkXtNw83u7-7JCtJ_TS-Eg%3D%3D&expnd=1

