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Anglicky jazyk

Rishi Sunak’s White House jolly can’t mask the fact that Brexit Britain is a fading power

The Americans know how to make a prime minister feel special. It isn’t hard. Saying “you are
special” or words to that effect usually does the trick. It helps to say it in the White House, within
earshot of the British press corps.

Westminster hacks and Downing Street aides, most of whom are unhealthily obsessed with US
politics, love a Washington summit for the same reason that Harry Potter fans queue to visit the

Warner Bros studio in Watford. Standing on the stage where the magic happens is its own reward.

That makes Rishi Sunak a cheap date for Joe Biden at this week’s summit. The US president can
bestow the normal diplomatic courtesies, while conceding nothing of strategic substance. Downing
Street then tells friendly journalists that the two men bonded over baseball, or some other shared
cultural enthusiasm, or that their wives did. The prime minister flies home with burnished
credentials as the leader of a very important country indeed.

The bar for summit success has been set low. It helps that the prime minister isn’t Boris Johnson or
Liz Truss, whose bellicose Brexit methods sabotaged transatlantic relations. By negotiating

the Windsor framework, easing frictions around Northern Ireland, Sunak atoned for the offence that
Biden summarised crudely, but fairly, as “screwing around” with the Good Friday agreement.
Sunak’s mission to Washington is also mercifully free of unrealistic speculation about a US-UK
free-trade deal. This was an obsession for Brexit enthusiasts. Opening new vistas of transatlantic
commerce was meant to outweigh any downside to withdrawal from the European single market.
The economics of that proposition never added up, but it was a comfort to Eurosceptics, whose

paranoia about London’s submission to Brussels fed a delusion of parity with Washington.


https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2023/mar/14/special-relationship-becomes-personal-as-sunak-and-biden-bond-in-san-diego
https://www.reuters.com/world/uk/uks-sunak-says-he-wants-build-biden-ties-washington-trip-2023-06-03/
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2023/feb/27/the-guardian-view-on-the-windsor-framework-facing-up-to-the-brexit-mess
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2023/may/12/unionists-angry-as-joe-biden-says-he-visited-northern-ireland-to-make-sure-the-brits-didnt-screw-around
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/eu-referendum

Donald Trump nurtured that fantasy. His successor has kiboshed it. Biden’s economic strategy is
based around lavish government support for domestic industries, tax breaks for investment and
supply chains rerouted to assert US strategic primacy. That buries the model of globalisation that
Brexit ideologues had in mind when mapping their buccaneering adventures on the high seas of
international trade.

Sunak is a disciple of the small-state, anti-intervention school of conservatism. He finds
Bidenomics perplexing for that reason alone. But it also highlights the terrible error of quitting the
continental bloc in which Britain, by pooling resources with European partners, had a chance of

keeping pace with the Americans.

If economic competition in the years ahead is going to be an arms race of industrial subsidy, the UK

will be outgunned by Brussels and Washington.

True or false?

1) The Americans like their prime minister and think he is special. F

2) Harry Potter fans like to visit the Warner Bros studio in Washington. F

3) British journalists like US politics too much. T

4) Because the US president and UK prime minister both like baseball, the visit was a success. F
5) Boris Johnson and Liz Truss did not improve the US-UK relationship. T

6) Sunak comes to Washington to negotiate a free-trade deal with the US. F

7) Donald Trump was keen on a free-trade deal with the UK. T

8) Biden’s economic strategy is based on globalisation. F

9) Sunak and Biden agree on their economic policies. F

10) The EU and Washington are prepared to subsidize their industries more than the UK. T

Find these words:
1) n the state or condition of being equal, especially as regards status or pay. PARITY
2) v confer or present (an honour, right, or gift). BESTOW

3) v informal decisively end or reject (something). KIBOSH


https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2019/dec/13/trump-welcomes-boris-johnson-tory-election-win-with-promise-of-massive-trade-deal
https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1GCEA_enCZ927CZ927&sxsrf=APwXEdf9v5PXagVzNBve0qMB-wGqImgABQ:1686234162273&q=confer&si=AMnBZoEP2YukYW07_nAjizsjQPEkt-78FPB-RV6kNhyXhucZ_zetro0LLpgU0Y_FXKEy2byJGk7Ggkr31FIb9RmoIEM0S3WKcw%3D%3D&expnd=1
https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1GCEA_enCZ927CZ927&sxsrf=APwXEdc1GT7wBtbK_S2ycZMthvd8IDHGtQ:1686234240789&q=decisively&si=AMnBZoFY6cJe4EcBOpcoqxHCe-Iffn3vQxzYPhIyjzDicznf9ro-4BvSlZP_4o4Ead99XRMHrsS3Gk_oVVPmNBXnBwMuVpfzMQ%3D%3D&expnd=1

4) n a false belief or judgment about external reality, held despite incontrovertible evidence to the

contrary, occurring especially in mental conditions. DELUSION

5) n a writer or journalist producing dull, unoriginal work. HACK

6) adj (especially in a business context) high-risk and adventurous. BUCCANEERING
7) n a body of people engaged in a particular activity. CORPS

8) n causing someone problems, especially by acting unfairly or indecisively. SCREWING
AROUND

9) adj demonstrating aggression and willingness to fight. BELLICOSE

10) adj sumptuously rich, elaborate, or luxurious. LAVISH


https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1GCEA_enCZ927CZ927&sxsrf=APwXEdc9P7cCAFdHrSnAztIfzy3xUznW-w:1686234337285&q=incontrovertible&si=AMnBZoFv2oubdN9l0KUx7t-V-YWyTlBIDYaji4AmrN28UxH-TsitfwXdScSmvB-3PtWsQevDMK7uzXF7znI-524lmyHjL36nP4u2CGggyMwRrjPnv5JJrqM%3D&expnd=1
https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1GCEA_enCZ927CZ927&sxsrf=APwXEdc-8FxL7fLf7xVfQKkeNSbPGRWOnQ:1686234407345&q=dull&si=AMnBZoFyML4eMiMHeTZQESAU1BApOFERJbHyujcWyp7raoqC2q2jiI2VwNDKFG0XFAXSrWrZBtvPwcHeEuSV6BxC7kMGBZYTbA%3D%3D&expnd=1
https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1GCEA_enCZ927CZ927&sxsrf=APwXEdc-8FxL7fLf7xVfQKkeNSbPGRWOnQ:1686234407345&q=unoriginal&si=AMnBZoFY6cJe4EcBOpcoqxHCe-IfAfsvlI3Z3PgFnFJFinqc7IRLzR_OpguarIn1kTElQF2kUQUqvlE_LDGO_neBbmTPZ7txsQ%3D%3D&expnd=1
https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1GCEA_enCZ927CZ927&sxsrf=APwXEddKbCvkYwwqEzPMzoQpfITb1cH91w:1686234510292&q=high-risk&si=AMnBZoFEI0LGJdD1jElhAGFwRnmoIXzOGAEv8oH0QgX10I-R_MbJmSULhlnEFMboCk8FCuXibqQXuLd1WTBTiIewozlByg9NJg%3D%3D&expnd=1
https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1GCEA_enCZ927CZ927&sxsrf=APwXEddKbCvkYwwqEzPMzoQpfITb1cH91w:1686234510292&q=adventurous&si=AMnBZoG9fGMZkoPgk-g4eVoaZFdEV6m-QXUYnCIEYahDK0SvvvJoNYn8QRjCF2Q92--Tjumb9JWZ63AHBVuvRl9FCMkngh1SAaglU_tU9xN2Y3xfPsbG3nE%3D&expnd=1
https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1GCEA_enCZ927CZ927&sxsrf=APwXEdcmKOb8RqOLbEtnG3hRjwqj9WJfFg:1686296481943&q=unfairly&si=AMnBZoFm76bvId4K9j6r5bU9rVYrDnHy4TlPpwYlATLcvpHjZLAjvpCqvNr6JtW8BTt8FZ1IdCr-emiB6W417Wu0t89CHTaINg%3D%3D&expnd=1
https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1GCEA_enCZ927CZ927&sxsrf=APwXEdeH7hq0hyK_sb8fDe2xJ6U5yfOzkw:1686234777299&q=aggression&si=AMnBZoFY6cJe4EcBOpcoqxHCe-If16nzeBdTqxsb_tAcjL7uLwiSVVu1bYK0nW_QKUh1i_ZB83CmH1AG8CQDLRgEOtjlweL4Cg%3D%3D&expnd=1
https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1GCEA_enCZ927CZ927&sxsrf=APwXEdeH7hq0hyK_sb8fDe2xJ6U5yfOzkw:1686234777299&q=willingness&si=AMnBZoG9fGMZkoPgk-g4eVoaZFdESoRCqDty-nb631iXRZDDFCXJFF-Gk5NHNm5eHoqMq1bfzvHPTmNrFTa1uWUIn9CyLEpYsGxNw237DpJ0-0DV6413J4U%3D&expnd=1

